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3.  LORD BACON.
i. The Star-Chamber.

First, the authority of the Star-Chamber, which before
subsisted by the ancient common laws of the realm, was con-
firmed in certain cases by Act of Parliament. This court is
one of the sage.st and noblest institutions of this kingdom. For
in the distribution of courts of ordinary justice, besides the high
court of parliament, in which distribution the King's Bench
holdeth the pleas of the crown, the common-place pleas civil,
the exchequer pleas concerning the King's revenue, and the
chancery the pretorian power for mitigating the rigour of law,
in case of extremity, by the conscience of a good man ; tjifire
was nevertheless always reserved a high and pre-eminent power
Council, "m causes that might in example or

consequence concern the state of the commonwealth ; which if
they were criminal, the Council used to sit in the chamber
called the S tar-Ch amber ; if civil, in the White-Chamber or
White-Hall. And as the chancery had the pretorian power for
equity, so the Star-Chamber had the censorian power for
offences under the degree of capital* *^his court of Star-
Chamber is compounded of good elements, for it consigteth of
four lands of persons, councillors, peers, prelates,. an j cftief
judges. It discerneth also principally of four lands of causes,
forces, frauds, crimes various of stellionate, and the indications
or middle acts towards crimes capital or heinous, not actually
committed or perpetrated. But that which was principally
aimed at by this Act was force, and the two chief supports of
force, combination of multitudes, and maintenance or headship
of great persons.

History of the Reign of Henry VII, ed. 1641, p. 63.

2. The Crown and the Judges.

Judges ought above all to remember the conclusion of the
Eoman Twelve Tables, salus popuLi suprema lex l ; and to
know that laws, except they be in order to that end, are but

1 This is not from the Twelve Tables, but from Cicero, De Legibus,